TEXT RENDERING: IN BRIEF

Purpose — To collaboratively construct meaning, clarify, and expand
our thinking about a text or other document. This protocol works
especially well with shorter texts.

Prep — Prepare and copy one-page documents that can be read within
the meeting. Be ready to scribe on chart paper or tech. Decide how you
will share back the resulting lists.

Setup — Explain purpose and steps. Set aside time for silent reading or
reading aloud, going around the circle. Ask participants to mark one
sentence, one phrase, and one single word they will share out.

Share sentences — Going around the table, ask each person to read
one sentence they marked in the text. Mark it on your copy.

Share phrases — Going around again, each person shares the phrase
they marked. This time, chart it for all to see.

Share words — Again, go around and ask each person to share one
word they "rendered" from the text. Chart these.

Share back — Per your plan in prep, share the resulting lists.

Discuss — The group discusses what they heard and what it says about
the document.

Debrief — Give the group a few minutes to discuss how they think it
went. In what ways could the resulting list of words be useful to the
group? Did you feel the selected sentences, phrases, and words,
effectively surfaced the important points of tﬁe text? Why or why not?
Did this protocol feel more like teaching or training, or more like
facilitation?

For the complete exercise and MANY more, please purchase a
membership in the NSRF and look in our member library. You may
also purchase a paperback or Kindle version of Protocols For All
from Amazon.com.
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